
Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai has called on 
Zimbabweans to ringfence their input into the 
new constitution and to secure their vote in the  
next election.

Addressing the business community and civil 
society organisations in Bulawayo last week, 
Prime Minister Tsvangirai said the people must 
stand by their views and protect their input on key 
issues such as devolution and the Bill of Rights.

The Prime Minister, whose life has been dedicated 
to fighting for people’s rights, said Zimbabweans 
must put in place mechanisms to ensure the 
security of the person, the security of the vote and 
the security of the people’s will. 

He said key issues that the people must safeguard 
include the Bill of Rights, devolution, national 
healing, including compensation for Gukurahundi 
and other victims of State sponsored human  
rights violations.  

“The security of the vote, the security of the 
people and the security of the people’s mandate is 
very critical in the next election. If we overcome 
that hurdle, Zimbabwe should have a bright future.  
If we have that then we have a free and fair 
election,” Prime Minister Tsvangirai said.

Chief among the issues that the Prime Minister 
said people must defend is the nation’s desire for 
a devolved state which has torched a flame among 
proponents of a centralised State. 

Prime Minister Tsvangirai said people must 
defend their input into the Constitution currently 
under review.

“Any step forward on constitutional reforms 
is what we have been fighting for for the past 
ten years, the Constitution that will be out soon 
may not be the ideal one that we fought for but 
it will be actually a step forward,” said Prime  
Minister Tsvangirai.

“To retain the status quo is actually to negate the 
reforms that we have fought for over the last ten 
years. Any step forward is better than nothing  
at all.”

He said an entrenched and expanded Bill of Rights 
would guarantee the people’s basic freedoms.  

The Premier, who leads the majority party in 
Parliament, said it was fundamental to safeguard 
devolution of power in the new Constitution.

He said the constitution making outreach had 
shown that more than 80% of Zimbabweans wanted 
a devolved state. Devolution had become an issue 
because many provinces feel marginalised.

“It doesn’t matter if it is Manicaland or 
Matebeleland, people want devolution, although 
the chief advocates have been people from 
Matebeleland. I understand that there has been 
some form of agreement on this national issue,” 
the Premier said.

Prime Minister Tsvangirai said there are five 
fundamental keys in any devolved state.

“There have been 
attempts by some  

people in President  
Mugabe’s party to  
supress discussion  
on Gukurahundi  
and other state  

sponsored atrocities”  
Devolution involves establishing provincial 
structures, and should answer the question: what 
is being devolved, is it authority or responsibility? 
Both aspects are significant aspects for a devolved 
state, he said.

The third aspect, according to the Prime Minister, 
is how to share the national cake. People were 
fighting because they were “hungry”. There is 
a feeling of centralisation, the Premier said, and 
it was important that the devolved state controls  
a budget. 

“The fourth is that there has to be some form of 
executive authority that exercises executive power 
in that devolved entity. Where ever you go, from 
Kazungula to Tamandai in the east, the people are 
clear that they want a devolved state. I am aware 
that Mtshabezi water project stalled because of the 
cumbersome tender procedures  which have been 
worsened by the fact that all decisions have to be 
taken by the procurement board in Harare,” said 
Prime Minister Tsvangirai. 

He added: “I was in Binga last year and I was 
told that some projects had stalled because even a 

decision to buy a 5 litre tin of paint has to be taken 
in Harare. In the near future we hope to adopt a 
constitution which is revolutionary and with those 
tenets that speak to a devolved state. I am aware 
that Zimbabwe will not be the first one to have a 
devolved state, South Africa our neighbour has a 
devolved state,” the Premier said.

On national healing, Prime Minister Tsvangirai 
said dark spots in Zimbabwe’s history where 
the State rose against its people must be  
discussed freely.

He said Gukurahundi must not be swept under  
the carpet.

“Why should we make Gukurahundi a sacred 
cow? We need to talk about these things if we 
want to heal the nation. We cannot heal the nation 
if we try to sweep things under the carpet as if it 
is a taboo. We must compensate those who lost 
loved ones in these State sponsored murders,” said 
Prime Minister Tsvangirai.

There have been attempts by some people in 
President Mugabe’s party to supress discussion on 
Gukurahundi and other state sponsored atrocities. 

Mugabe has in the past admitted that Gukurahundi 
was a “moment of madness”. More than 20 000 
people were feared dead during that most violent 
state sponsored killings in Matabeleland and  
the Midlands.

Prime Minister Tsvangirai told business 
executives, civil society and the press in Bulawayo 
that the Distressed Industries and Marginalised 
Arears Fund (DiMAF) had so far disbursed more 
than $4 million for the resuscitation of industry.

“The purpose of this money is to get new 
equipment and raw materials for you to become 
competitive. I know as a former textile worker 
that a lot of machinery in the industry is outdated 
and obsolete. I am glad to report that both the 
Ministry of Industry and the Ministry of Finance 
have to meet as directed by Cabinet and speed up 
the release of funds under this facility,” said Prime 
Minister Tsvangirai. 

“Government is concerned about not only creating 
jobs but  saving the existing companies and that is 
the purpose of  DiMAF,” he added.
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Respect people’s will

Mkabuze School children celebrate after “teaching” Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai and Water Resources Minister, Sam Sipepa Nkomo, how to WASH hands

The Ministry of Youth Development, 
Indigenization and Economic Empowerment 
last Friday gazetted a notice announcing that 
all foreign-owned banks and other sectors 
including privately-owned educational 
institutions will be grabbed in line with the 
controversial indigenisation laws.

The Prime Minister would like to inform the 
public and the concerned stakeholders that there 
is no such government position because no 
such issue has been discussed and agreed upon  
by Cabinet. 

Government has not sanctioned the Minister’s 
actions that are a threat to investment in  
the country.

The Indigenisation and Economic 
Empowerment Act does not empower the 
Minister to act and to project an image of a 
voracious government keen to compulsorily 
grab almost all institutions and companies in 
the country.

Section 21 (1) of the Act gives the Minister 
the mandate to make regulations to give 
effect to the Act. The Minister has not issued 
a Statutory Instrument but a Notice which in 
itself is unlawful and the contents of which are 
ultra vires the Act.

We reiterate the position that the Prime 
Minister of Zimbabwe has executive powers 

and the Constitution of Zimbabwe bestows 
him with the authority to oversee and supervise 
“policy formulation and implementation.” 
The government forum that deals with 
implementation of government policy is the 
Council of Ministers, which has not discussed 
or approved the purported government position 
captured in the public notice.

The Prime Minister wishes to inform foreign-
owned banks, foreign-owned companies 
in various sectors and private educational 
institutions including crèches, primary and 
secondary schools as well as institutions 
of higher learning that should anyone 
grab their assets, they would be doing so 
unlawfully and without the mandate of the  
Inclusive Government. 

The national economic interests of Zimbabwe 
demand a proper policy that creates jobs for the 
millions of unemployed people in the country. 

The people of Zimbabwe want massive 
investment in the country and not self-serving 
political statements that have nothing to do 
with the collective position of government. 

 
Luke Tamborinyoka

Spokesperson

Office of the Prime Minister

PM clears air on grabbing  
of banks, schools
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Women have been challenged to compete and actively participate in hard core constitutional issues to 
make their voices heard in nation building.

Addressing a public discussion organised by Zimbabwe Election Support Network (Zesn) under the 
theme “An Analysis of the Copac process,” University of Zimbabwe Lecturer Dr. Charity Manyeruke 
challenged women to contribute meaningfully on major constitutional reforms and not concentrate on 
women’s issues alone.

“It appears that women concentrate on gender and leave the power issues to men. If we do not get 
involved in the hard core constitution making issues such as security issues, devolution and executive 
powers and concentrate on whether we are represented as chairperson we will face many challenges. We 
need to get it right in the constitution and I know that there are women in this country who are able to 
tackle these issues head-on,”said Manyeruke.

She criticised society that viewed women as weak and unequal to men.

The Women’s Coalition also held a two day workshop to discuss the participation of women in the 
constitution making process and the progress that has been made on key issues such as land distribution, 
health and education.

“We think seventy five percent of the things that we said we wanted have been included in the first draft 
of the Copac. We will continue to engage and demand our close participation in the constitution making 
process,” said Emilia Muchawo a representative of the Women’s Coalition.

The audit of the Constituency Development Fund (CDF) is expected to be complete by March 2013.

All the 210 legislators received $50 000 each from Treasury for development projects in their 
constituencies, but some MPs have been accused of misusing the funds.

The Minister of Constitutional and Parliamentary Affairs, Eric Matinenga, said in an interview that all 
the constituencies would be audited. He said constituencies in Matabeleland North, Matabeleland South 
and the greater part of Midlands had so far been completed and the findings show that some of them 
abused the funds.

“In respect of other provinces, only the constituencies done by way of sampling were covered,” he said.

The Minister attributed the delays in completing the exercise to the size o f the ministry’s audit department 
and the shortage of resources. 

“We have challenges; the first challenge is that our audit department is very small. In fact I think we can 
only be able to make up two teams . The second one is the perennial issue of resources, which certainly 
will determine what we are doing or what we can be able to do,” he said. 

He expressed concern at Attorney General, Johannes Tomana’s attempts to protect his cronies implicated 
in the abuse of the funds.

“The AG is supposed to act independent of any person and that independence must be exercised 
impartially and judicially, but this attitude he has taken is a bit unfortunate,” Matinenga said. 

Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai has said that all the legislators who abused the fund would face the 
full wrath of the law.

Health and safety standards at the work place 
continue to deteriorate in Zimbabwe, with 
29 fatalities in the first quarter alone as most 
companies ignore regulations.

The situation is so bad that in the first quarter 
of this year, 1 266 occupational accidents were 
recorded, according  to the country’s largest 
labour body, the Zimbabwe Congress of Trade 
Unions (ZCTU).

The labour body’s president, George Nkiwane, 
said there was need for employers to prioritise 
the health and safety of their workers.

“We have become so desperate to a point of 
relaxing some of the health and safety rules 
and allowing employers to do as they wish 
and expose workers to hazardous working 
conditions,” Nkiwane said.

The statistics, he said, denoted lack of 
adherence to the occupational safety and health 
management systems in line with the ILO 
convention 187 on Promotional Framework 
for OSH, 2006. 

Social partners needed to urgently push for 
the ratification and  domestication of ILO 
convention 187 to give it legal force.

Nkiwane called for political will to arrest the 
high levels of workplace accidents.

He said sustainable economic growth required 
sound Occupational safety and health 
management systems.

Nkiwane urged workers to take responsibility 
to ensure they were adequately provided with 
protective equipment.

Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai has pledged 
Government support to councils to ensure 
improved delivery of water and sanitation to  
the people.

After touring Harare’s Firle Sewage Treatment 
works Prime Minister Tsvangirai said he has 
engaged several potential investors to unlock the 
much needed capital.

“I am seized with luring investment for the 
completion of various development projects 
around the country. That money will be availed 
to you,” he said.

Firle sewage works, which, according to Harare 
Mayor Muchadeyi Masunda, had “literally gone 
to the dogs”, has been under rehabilitation. The 
rehabilitation involved desludging of intake 
works, primary settling tanks, aerator basins, 
humus tanks, replacing all old obsolete equipment 
with up to date equipment including gearboxes, 
mixers and motors.

The rehabilitation included the setting up of a 
power generation system to produce power from 
methane gas to power the sewage works.

More than $17 million has so far been pumped 
into the rehabilitation exercise.

About 75 percent of the rehabilitation work has 
been completed.

“These works have a capacity to treat 144 
megalitres per day, but currently we are treating 54 
megalitres per day. This is quite an achievement 
because in February 2009, there was nothing being 
treated here,” The Director for Harare Water, 
Engineer Christopher Zvobgo said.

The city had been discharging raw sewage into 
lake Chivero as the treatment works had virtually 
collapsed, posing a health hazard to the residents 
of the city.

The discharging of raw sewage into the city’s 
main water source also meant the need for more 
water treatment chemicals, burdening the already 
struggling municipality.

Meanwhile, the city of Harare is set to become 
the first ever-local authority in Africa to generate 
electricity using sewage waste as it has embarked 
on a methane gas project that will generate up to 
2.5 kilowatts.

PM waters nation
Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai last week 
commissioned several water projects that are set 
to transform arid rural communities in pursuit 
of his objective of delivering real change to  
the people.

During a week focused on improving rural 
communities’ access to safe water for household 
use, Prime Minister Tsvangirai toured 
several development projects, among them, a 
borehole project spearheaded by Silobela MP,  
Anadi Silulu.

Using the Community Development Funds, 
Silulu, launched a borehole project which saw 
the installation of 9 boreholes, three of which 
are on school premises to improve water and 
sanitation for students.

From Silobela, Prime Minister Tsvangirai visited 
Matabeleland North where he launched a $50 
million Rural Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
(WASH) project that will provide round the 
clock water to communities in five provinces. 
(See more on Page 4)

Prime Minister Tsvangirai said the rural water 
projects would transform the communities and 
create green zones. 

“We must take a leaf from countries like Israel 
which has turned a desert into a greenbelt. Our 
vision is that this province should be able to feed 
itself if we are to attain our goal of a $100 billion 
economy in 30 years.

“We will be able not only to create jobs and feed 
ourselves but to feed others as well,” said Prime 
Minister Tsvangirai.

On Thursday, the Premier commissioned Bubi-
Lupane  dam, which has a capacity of 40 million 
cubic metres of water.

The Bubi-Lupane Dam was constructed to 
provide a reliable source of water to meet the 
requirements of Lupane, the provincial capital 
for Matabeleland North. Lupane has witnessed 
vast growth characterised by the establishment of 
the Lupane State University and the construction 
of the Government Complex to house various 
provincial Government departments.

Several development projects had been severely 
compromised by water challenges bedevilling 
the area as there was no other source of portable 
water except the boreholes which ZINWA was 
using to supply drinking water to the population 
of Lupane. 

These boreholes have over the years proved to 
be inadequate.

“Apart from supplying portable water to Lupane, 
I am also informed that the dam shall also be 
used to irrigate an estimated 150 hectares of land 
downstream. This will obviously go a long way 
in mitigating hunger and starvation as the people 
downstream will be able to provide food for their 
families,” Prime Minister Tsvangirai said while 
commissioning the dam.

“The water shall also be used to kick-start the 
development of the methane gas industries here 
since Lupane is situated in a coal bed methane 
area. These important potential water uses point 
out the vast potential which Lupane has once it 
has a reliable source of water,” he added.

The dam will provide surrounding communities 
with water for several projects such as market 
gardening, fishing and tourism.

The construction of the Bubi-Lupane Dam 
commenced in June 2003 and was expected to 
be completed by October 2004. 

However, this could not happen as construction 
had to stop between 2003 and 2009 as  President 
Robert Mugabe’s administration focused 
on the acquisition of military equipment 
and financing militia around the country 
especially in 2008. The time when the people 
in Lupane lacked water, Mugabe’s government 
was financing partisan projects aimed at  
cowing Zimbabweans. 

Full-scale construction only resumed 
after the Prime Minister formed the  
inclusive Government.

“As we commission this dam today, almost eight 
years after its projected completion, we take 
pride in the fact that we have finally managed to 
complete it and provide the much-needed respite 
for the people of Lupane. While we are highly 
mindful that we are not where we are supposed 
to be today, we remain motivated by the fact 
that we are not where we were yesterday,” the 
Premier said.

Prime Minister Tsvangirai also commissioned 
Mpofu Primary and Madojwa Primary schools, 
which were displaced when the Bubi-Lupane 
dam was under construction.

The second phase of the project is to complete 
the water treatment plant and the pump station.

Speaking at the same function, Water Resources 
Development minister Samuel Sipepa Nkomo 
said the completion of the dam was ranked high 
in the PM’s100-Day Plan at the inception of the 
inclusive government.

“The growth of Lupane had been retarded by 
lack of water,” he said.

In a speech read on her behalf by provincial 
administrator Latiso Dlamini, Matabeleland 
North governor Thokozile Mathuthu said 
the dam had come as a relief to residents of 
Lupane and surrounding areas as the Zimbabwe 
National Water Authority boreholes had  
been overwhelmed.

PM charms investors

Workplace fatalities worrisome 

CDF audit on
PM Tsvangirai passes one of the new Mpofu Primary school blocks. The Prime Minister officially handed over the school in 
Lupane last week

Work harder, women urged
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Delivering water to the people: The Premier’s mission
In 1963, somewhere in dry Tsholotsho, 
Siyaphambili village, a man settled with  
his family.

Village head Phillip Mpala, whose ward area 
has about 85 households, had never had access 
to clean and safe water.

In 1980, Mpala’s hopes went high for a 
better future following Zimbabwe’s attaining 
independence. Few years later what he got 
was more than what he could handle; the 
Gukurahundi massacre, losing his entire family, 
close friends and relatives wiped out and buried 
in the shallow sand graves.

Mpala is a bitter man. 

“We have had a change of Members of 
Parliament (MPs) from 1980 and one or two 
had drilled boreholes which have since broken 
down, the situation has deteriorated in the last 
ten years because the availability of water from 
the Gwai river has been erratic,” said  Mpala.

The villagers dig the Gwai river sands for water 
which they share with their animals. They 
continue up and down stream in search of the 
precious liquid.

“We have tried to engage our Member of 
Parliament (Jonathan Moyo) but the last time we 
saw him was during election time,campaigning.
Since then we have been told he works at a 
radio station, we don’t know where,” he added. 

Women bear the burden of household chores 
now travel long distances to fetch water from 
the available open water sources.

The average distance that women in Africa 
walk to collect water is six kilometers.

In rural Sub-Saharan Africa millions of people 
share their domestic water sources with animals 

or rely on unprotected wells that are breeding 
grounds for diseases. 

“This is unacceptable after 50 years of 
independence in Africa,” Prime Minister 
Tsvangirai said while launching the Rural 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) project 
in Tsholotsho last week.

Villagers get dirty water which in most cases 
would have been disturbed by animals.

The local Member of Parliament, Moyo, is 
well known by the urban elite for writing long 
newspaper articles denouncing Prime Minister 
Tsvangirai, but he has not even used the 
Constituency Development Fund (CDF) to drill 
or repair boreholes in this area.  

The water and sanitation situation is even worse 
in districts furthest from the Siyaphambili 
village where people take fight with animals to 
quench their thirst.

In the same area the majority of children do 
not go to school because they cannot afford 
to pay school fees, yet their MP spends 
most of his time penning hate language  
dividing Zimbabweans. 

Water situation in this district will be a thing of 
the past as the United Kingdom’s Department 
for International Development (DFID) and the 
Minister of Water, Sipepa Nkomo partnered 
with to address it.

Touched by this plight and the critical need for 
improved water and sanitation facilities in most 
rural areas, DFID released $50 million for Rural 
WASH. UNICEF will manage the program.

“Government is seized with the Mtshabezi 
water project whose development has reached 
advanced stages. It is saddening to note that 
such an important project has been delayed 
by burdensome procurement procedures.  

The Government is also working with 
development partners in other parts of the 
country to ensure that we develop infrastructure 
for water delivery,” the Premier said.

“During my visit to China last month, the 
Minister of Water and I held high-level 
discussions with several potential investors 
involved in the water sector and we expect 
movement on several water projects such as the 
Matabeleland Zambezi Water Project which we 
expect to result in a green belt in this province. I 
want to say that this project is a national project 
and is being given national priority. 

Our vision is to harness the country’s water 
potential in dry regions such as Matabeleland 
and the Midlands province, not only for food 
self-sufficiency, but to provide citizens with 

clean water,” he added. UNICEF representative 
to Zimbabwe Dr Peter Salama said thirty 
percent of rural house do not have access to 
safe water compared to less than 5 percent of 
the urban population.

He added: “...sixty-nine percent of rural 
households do not have improved toilet 
facilities and of these households thirty percent 
practice open defecation.”

Through the support of DFID, the rural WASH 
programme will be implemented in thirty 
districts in 5 provinces in Zimbabwe over  
five years.

Close to 2.5 million people will have year 
round access to safe water supplies and  
sanitation facilities.

The Rural WASH projecting aims at ensuring 
access to safe water supply and to ensuring 
that sanitation improves by 50 per cent in rural 
areas in five provinces through contributing to 
WASH sector recovery as well as modeling 
of best practices for national replication and 
informing national policy, strategies and 
guidelines development.

It involves rehabilitation of 7,400 broken 
down boreholes, drilling of 1,500 boreholes in 
10,000 communities and construction of 15,000 
latrines in 1,500 rural schools (including gender 
appropriate latrines for boys and girls as well as 
suitable latrines for people with disabilities that 
are also gender appropriate).

Salama said diarrhoeal diseases, which 
result mainly from poor water and sanitation 
facilities, account for the unnecessary loss of 
life, especially among children under five.

Zimbabwe’s water supply and sanitation 
services had literally collpased before the Prime 
Minister formed the inclusive Government 
three years ago.

Although some progress has been made in 
rehabilitating water infrastructure in urban 
areas, rural populations continue to bear the 
brunt of the poor water infrastructure .

The Premier unveils the plaque officially commissioning Bubi-Lupane dam last week

Prime Minister Tsvangirai has urged the few security sector agents threatening to usurp the will of the 
people that they should respect the Constitution.

Addressing civil society and the business community in Bulawayo last week PM Tsvangirai said such 
elements are a threat to peace and stability in the country.

“In a basket of tomatoes one rotten tomato should not spoil the rest of the tomatoes, take out the rotten 
tomato and leave the good tomatoes in the basket. I have nothing against those individuals,” said Prime 
Minister Tsvangirai.

A few army officials have attempted to portray  the army as against democratic principles by vowing 
never to respect any other  president except President Mugabe.

Prime Minister Tsvangirai saluted thousands of military personnel who have remained true to their 
responsibility of protecting the country.

“The security forces have their role to play in these national institutions so let’s all play our role for the 
good of the country. We cannot all play the same role. In a game of football there are eleven players on 
the field and each player should stick to their position to avoid confusion. The army have their role and 
politicians have their role,” said Prime Minister Tsvangirai.

A few military personnel have been named in State sponsored violence during the past elections and 
Prime Minister Tsvangirai has said past violence should not be repeated.

“We cannot run an election based on violence. We have to make sure that this will not happen again.  

If we are to run a free and legitimate election there must be security of the person, security of the vote 
and security of the people’s will,” said Prime Minister Tsvangirai.

Bad apples soiling security sector image: PM

Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai has said that Government is concerned about saving lives and 
livestock as a severe drought bites.

“We have set up a Cabinet committee on how to save livestock and of course the livelihood of the 
people of Matebeleland. What I can assure you is that no cow, no heifer should die because there will 
be a facility to save livestock. I have been briefed extensively when I went up north and we should 
have feeding facilities to bring grass from better areas to drought prone areas so that so that we see 
our livestock through,” Prime Minister Tsvangirai said.

The Cabinet Committee has been tasked to come up with mechanisms to move food to the  
distressed areas.

“Remember in 1992, we wiped out our livestock by almost 50%, we were almost on the programme 
of recovery and now another drought has hit us,” the Prime Minister said.

No one will starve-PM



4       
PM Tsvangirai discusses with Brian Nkomo and Cotriva Dube after handing over new school furniture

A child senator reads the plaque officially unveiled by the Premier Madotsha primary school children entertain guest at the commissioning of Bubi-Lupane dam and hand over of Madotsha and Mpofu 
Primary Schools

Mkubazi Primary School children “teach” PM Tsvangirai how to WASH hands, in Tsholotsho last weekPM Tsvangirai hands over new furniture to Mpofu Primary School Headmistress, Maria Ndiweni in Lupane last week

The Head of Government commissions a borehole project in Silobela

How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news! PM Tsvangirai after a hard, long day…. PM Tsvangirai being taken on a tour of Bubi-Lupane dam last week before the officially commission of the dam

PM’s ‘water week’
Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai, the leader of Government business, has pushed for delivery of real 
change to the people’s lives through the provision of water and sanitation.

Through the Government Work Programme, which he supervises, Prime Minister Tsvangirai has set 
targets for ministers to deliver quality services to the people.

The Premier last week launched water projects that in Silobela, Tsholotsho and Lupane which have 
the potential to change the livelihoods of the people in rural communities and create industries in the 
marginalised areas.

The Newsletter publishes the water projects in pictures.


